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Xavier Dauny
Xavier Dauny was born in 1961 in Paris. He obtained a diploma in special education 
and studied sociology at the École des hautes études en sciences sociales 
(EHESS) in Paris. From 1988 to 1999, he taught photography in various institutions 
and began to work as an author, in series of several dozen images. Sand 
mountains, snow-covered sand mountains, ski areas, pylons, railways, football 
fields and more recently billboards or cemeteries, Xavier Dauny photographs the 
chosen subject in a systematic approach. Interested in the downtime of industrial 
activity, he explores a natural landscape transformed by man. A permanent 
questioning of photography and its objectivity pushes him into a graphic research 
in opposition to the picturesque, an austere approach which does not prevent 
a certain humour. The appearance of black and white prints, judged too quickly 
"overexposed" by the amateur eye, is the result of long work in the darkroom and 
a great mastery of light. Xavier Dauny regularly publishes and exhibits his work. 
The Musée Départemental de Gap devoted a major retrospective exhibition to him 
in 2006 and, in the autumn of 2017, he is one of the photographers presented by 
the BnF in the exhibition Paysages français, une aventure photographique, 1984-
2017.
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2014 
Drive In (en collaboration avec la Galerie Esther Woerdehoff), Galerija Fotografija, 
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2010
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